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110N OF TWIN-BARROWs
A ApRIL-MAY, 1909.
THOS‘ S. BUSH.
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ntre of the barrows is 69 ft. ; to the w.
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his was extende
the centre (t

king the total length of trench
barrow 42 ft., ma
E. of the E.

A trench 4 ft. wide was first cut through the W. barrey -
tren .

147 ft. .end of it, at gin. under the surface,
&70,;), At }h::;?;?;eo}VRoman pottery. Theln we extended
were a few r"stward for another 12 ft. at 17 ft. in width;
this trench {:"et art of the trench were also a few other frag.
here at the tli: pround beyond did not appear to have been
ments. AS i dgnot proceed further. fI‘he sections accom-
disturbed we notes will show the formation of this barrow. It
panying thestehat the core is made up of soil which rises to the
\m:’be si;r:?ﬂ commences a thin layer of rubbly stones which
surtace,

dually thickens down to the base, thus forming a support -
gradu

the core; the depth at centre to undisturbed ground being
to the ]

14 at the W. end of the trench g in. soil and gin. rubble,
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AR ; h
These continuing into the N. side of trench, we cut a trenc

6 ft. wide 42 ft. Fong to the N. at right angles to main trench,
At the end and for about 30 ft. was 6 to 7 ins. soil, and below
this rubble, from thence only soil up to main trench. Here
were not only the two layers mentioned above, bgt a third aqd
much thicker layer lying on the brash overlaying the main
rock ; then clearing the ground 6 ft. to the W. and g ft. to the
N. in the angle of these two branches, the layers were followed
out. The lower one was found to cover an area of about 36
square feet ; here must have been much burning as the stones
beneath were considerably reddened by fire. The burning—

presumably of animals—was so complete -that no bones were
found with the burnt material, but par

pig, tooth of ox and a few pieces o

f animal bones were un-
earthed in the soil above,

There were also a few bits of black
pottery. No metal articles were discovered, but many flints

were obtained. (See the Rev. H. H. Winwood’s notes on the
geological position of these barrows, with particulars of the

i - long by 4 ft. wide was cut to the S,
e end the depth of soil
il gradually lessened to

barrow. Here the rubble was
this decreased to 8 in, at 6 ft. from centre and

only soil—that is, the core—being met with

6 in. ;
4 in. at 10 ft. from centre of the
18 in. deep,
there ended,

beyond this.

East, or No. 2 Barrow. (See sections.) As previously
noted the depth of soil between the barrows is 6 in., from thence
it gradually lessens, and at about 12 ft. ftom the centre it ends,
rubble rising to the surface, turf—such as it is—taking root
between the stones.

At the E. end of trench the depth of soil
was 7 in. and of rubble 6 in, :

; here, as on the W. side, the soil
gradually slopes off. This also applies to the trench through the
centre of barrow, g4 ft. long from N. to S. It will be seen by
the section that on the E. side there is a depression. The
understood ‘¢ that many years ago the barrow
he purpose of getting stones, but on coming
across some bones the quarrying was stopped.” On cutting a
trench where this disturbance had taken place, that is, mainly
between the N. and E, trenches, there were no signs of the

core having been touched ; the probability is that those who
quarried did not find stones » and so

suitable for their purpose
ceased operations.

It at first seemed as if the whole barrow was built up of
rubbly stones, but on cutting through it a moung of soil was
opened up, the highest part being about 9 ft. E. of centre of
barrow, having 2 ft. of rubble over it

; the depth 4 ft. ang
length 20 ft, Whether or no this was t

he diameter in other

the so

o
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steep slope on the N.E. corner below, indicated the geqeral
position of the site between the high level and low level springs
of Lansdown, the former issuing from the top of the Fuller's
earth clays just below the Great Oolite, the latter at Fhe base
of the Inferior Oolite sands and the top of the Upper Lias. So
that it was evident that the site was between the F ulle;’s earth
and the Lias, and thus somewhere on the Inferior Oolite. An
examination of the broken Mmaterial which was thrown up
during excavation enabled us to define the exact horizon of the
beds, both from the lithological structure and colour of the
fragments, and from the fossils they contained. Some of the
larger blocks were thickly covered with a coating of carbonate
of lime; in some cases made up of it. In short, the site was
on the very top of the Inferior Oolite in the « rubbly beds”
of Mr. Richardson, just above the so-called ‘¢ Anabacia lime-
stones.” The photographs which accompany these notes,
kindly taken for me by Mr, Grey during a visit we paid together
to the sections on the new Camerton and Limpley Stoke line,
will show the exact position. The broken-up rubbly character
of these top beds, from three to four inches thick, would
supply the builders of these barrows with sufficient material
for their work. The great amount of stalagmite which covered
the joints and fissures of the Anabacia beds” below, so
characteristic of these beds, evidently attracted the notice of
the old people, and might have been placed there as curios.
Mention may be made of the débris yielding, besides character.
istic fossils, the greatest portion of the palatal tooth of Strophodus
in a block of the white crystalline limestone. The Strophodus
belongs to the family of fishes named Cestraciontide, so called
from the Greek word XerTez, OF xorrgor, a Spine, having a
spine on each of its dorsal fins—an extinct fish allied to the
Cestracion Philippi, or Port-Jackson shark. Also the little
coral Anabacia, a fossil characteristic of the upper beds of the

Inferior Oolite, and named ¢« Anabacia limestones” for that
reason.

The accompanying photographs will give a general idea
of the top beds of the Inferior Qolite in the Camerton and
Limpley Stoke G.W.R,, which correspond to the position of
those beds on which the Twin barrows were placed.

The total number of flints found inthetwin-ba

Of the 177 from Barrow 1—

22 showed evident signs of being

8 were good « scrapers,”
circumference.

ITOws was 1 97.

worked, 2 being * cores.”
neatly worked nearly all round the
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THOS. S. BUSH.

i Solis, under the heading, |

he Rev. H. M. Scarth, in Aquz v ng,

“ Ro:aaz Villas in the vicinity of Bath,” says that (hTE
s when in possession of Bath seem to have been wel..
aware of the advantages of the air of Lansdown and the beauty |

Roman

of the situation. On the declivity where now stands the par
sonage of Langridge some remains of a villa have been dis

i i ; 5
covered, and a stone coffin which contained a skeleton w

for the first 15 ft. the depth to rock was 2 ft,
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disinterred about eight years since ; previously to that anothex:
had been found in which were a skeleton and a ¢ Martel de Fer,
the coffin, as was not unusual, having been used for a second
sepulture in the middle ages.” In a field called Stoneham
Down, to the north-west of the parsonage, are several banks
traversing it irregularly. These banks lie chiefly at the south
of the ficld where the ground is much on the slope, ; part of
the field is nearly level and another part has a declivity to !:he
east. The height above sea level is about 700 feet. Having
obtained permission of the owner, Mr. Robert Blathwayt,
of Dyrham Park, and of the tenant, Mr. Banks, we cut some
trial trenches with the view to seeing if this site had been
occupied by the Romans or at an earlier period. On July 8th,
1909, we started work with four men, continued the opening up
on the following day, and the filling in on the 1oth. The first

trench—145 ft. long—was cut about N. and S., at 1o0oft. from the
wall on the east. At the S. the ground is nearly level for about
30 ft., then slopes up to a bank which commences at 31 ft. and
measures some I1 ft. through; the S. side of banks is made up
of stones with soil, the N. side of soil with some rubbly stones
to a depth of 3 ft., and at 8 ft. N. of centre of bank, rock was
met with at adepth of 15in. from surface. This may be taken

_as the average depth of the remainder of this trench, but it was

very irregular; in fact in some places was only 6 in. under the
surface, the stones showing marks of the plough. The greatest

'depth, 2 ft. 2 in., was between 80 and gj ft. from the S. end ;
here were several pieces of Roman pottery and a worked flint,
‘nearly at the bottom of the trench. At 8o ft. from the S. end

of this trench another was cut 168 ft. 6 in. long, nearly due W.;

Here were some

bits of pottery. The description of the main trench applies to

(this one up to a bank near the end. This bank was made up
‘of large and rubbly stones.

In this were some fragments of
pottery and bones and a few small flint chips, and in the centre

‘at 1} ft. deep pennant stones with burnt material attached to
‘them. Towards the W. end of the field there is a bank
‘traversing approximately N. and S. ; it appeared to be a wall,
stones placed on edge showing above the ground, the width
‘outside these being about g ft.
on the S. we cut a trench 27 ft. long through this bank. It

At about 57 ft. from the wall

was found to be made up of large stones slightly slanting in-
wards on each side, and large and rubbly stones in the middle.
The depth of soil in the trench varied from 6 to 8in. and rubble
8in.; in this were a few pieces of pottery.

e e i
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T™HO M.
In a fleld on the we;‘ :i‘d '::f‘ Lansdown Road, -
Flock Down, No, 88 op Tith . Maps s 8 mognd Mag,
Tumulug on the Ordnance M“Q‘ The mound 18 ‘\bom4 ,
vards to the N,W, of Beckford' "Towen and 80ME 70 y,
from the west boundary wal) u: the feld. It seems Sty
that thig, the leaat prominent of the mounds on the 1.)%
should be thus noticed ; possibly it was more c.onnp,suk.
wheu the survey was made thgn NOW: What its orig,
height was there is, of course, no mean® of judging, but
doubt the many years of l“°“a"hing have much reduced ity
vation.  When the digging wag gtarted it was not more thf
one foot above the surrounding ground. but appeared t,
more than this looking at it from the road OWIn8 0 the groy,
sloping up to it.  For some few years We have had in Vie
the exploring it, but, having other work that seemec! fu"’u:'
important, it was put off, ‘\Wpether in the meantime v
much disturbance of the contents has taken place camy
definitely be stated, but it seemed certain that one Ciney
urn had been broken and the contents distributed by ‘ploughil:;;
possibly within the last few months, and others disturbey
an earlier date, of which there was evidence 10 several plagy

that is, the finding of burnt bones scattered about, and not iy
heap ot in an urn, as described in the following notes. ;

Work was started on Wednesday, September 23rd, and w
carried on, but not continuously, owing to bad weather, uy
Monday, October 4tk. On the last-named day & small piece
ground was opened, and the whole, except & very small ar
filled in ; this was completed the following morning,  Fir:
trench 4 ft. wide 72 ft. long was cut from about N.E. to SW
through what was judged to be the centre of the mound, thes
cross trench of the same length, followed by four intermed:
trenches, all meeting at the centre. Discoveries being mi
in all directions, it was decided to open up the whole of t
mound. This was done, the soil and rubble being mov
down to the brash overlying the main rock. At the centret
depth of soil with some stone rubble was 15 in. and 8 in.
rubble, and round the outside the average depth was soil »
rubble 7 in. and 5 in. of rubble. At the centre and for s
distance around, there were large unworked stones laid cl

1909.
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together at from 4 to 8 in. under the surface. In plan they did
not form a circle or any regular figure. Probably the plough
is responsible for the removal of many of them ; if so, we may
conjecture that the greater part if not the whole of the mound
was covered with them, and then soil placed over all. At 8 ft.
from N.E. end of trench we found an interment by cremation,
A (see plan); that is, a heap of burnt bones. These on
removal were seen to have been placed in a bowl-shaped
depression, lined with small stones’; over the bones was an
unworked stone, about 1 ft. 10in. square by 4 in thick. It may
here be stated, that in all the interments by cremation afterwards
discovered‘ the; same conditions hold good, viz,, a covering
stone varying in size and thickness, usually about 6 in. under
the surface, and a depression averaging 1 ft. in diameter. At
17 ft. from the S.W. end of the same trench, portions of a
human skull, part of a jaw and broken bones, and also burnt
bones were unearthed at 1 ft. deep, beneath a covering stone;
these were on one side of the trench. Widening the trench,
further broken bones, presumably of the same person, were
found in a heap, B. The whole did not make up a complete
skeleton. The fact of all the bones having been broken and
burnt bones intermingled with them, seems to indicate that it
was intended to cremate the whole body. The portions of the
skull, part of the leg bone—femur—and jaw, with a few other
bones, were submitted to Dr. Beddoe, but none being complete
he could not give a definite opinion. He considered them to
be of a man of middle age and powerful build ; in the absence
of the whole of the femur he could not determine his height.

The next find (C) was a cinerary urn, inverted—that is, the
mouth placed downwards (see Wllustration). The base, 6 in.
diameter, was broken, but some parts were recovered. The
circumference at the largest part was 2 ft. 5in. Above it were
three flat stones. The depth of urn from surface of ground
was gin. Flat stones laid on edge had been carefully placed
all round for the whole depth forming an outer casing—a rude
cist—2 ft. 6in. in diameter ; the mouth of urn rested on stones.
Removing all the encircling stones it was seen that the urn
was in such a bad state that there hardly seemed a chance of
moving it. To add to the difficulty a very heavy storm came
on. We covered it over, but this did not prevent a lot of water
accumulating and soaking the urn. After the storm had passed,
trenches were cut to drain off the water. Then work was
stopped for the day, as the men and ourselves were thoroughly
drenched. The next day, after the urn had somewhat dried,
we wrapped thin paper all round it, tying this with string well
interlaced, then a coat of thicker paper, secured with string, and
outside this another layer of paper, well interlaced with string,
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Then graduall :
y removing the ston®
%216. to push a thin piece ofebsoal' .
dily with the contents, E. Parts of yy

D. Cremation and pb; ottey" s the urn mepg
urnt bones and burnt ?ri;tgiigl- hlsdilztufbed by a plt::k
earlier in these notes ag having een G. Umn of redn':'
F. Burnt bones and three bits of Potte?:;rnt bones inside,
brown material, about 5in. djamete’’ ones, that in rem, |
urn was so tightly packed round wit st of it almost tOd{
them it crumbled to pieces, an . S. Burnt boneg :
Ilg. Pottery and burnt bones’. 1, L ]gr,lt matter adherinQL
» M, T. Fragments of pottery ( p erted)’ about 10§
them). 0. The upper half of ur? {12 e pieces of the |1
diameter, containing burnt bones 2% g0t fpurn had p; )
Part of urn. The base and Jowe’ par. = urnt frI)lOba
been crushed by a plough, P ©» 2 31 13:id in bow] 1l
with a small quantity of bu.rnt pones all decorated ‘Sha;
depressions. Qs R. Parts of twO umS,t in. from’ (bu'
Matter adhering to the fragments), 2 o 91 by ab o
U. Umn, 4% in. diameter at base, e bowr;d Withom8
deep. This urn had also been Packed ml:il crack o
On removing these it was seen tO be ba yof ta}:: " )
parts of the upper half mjssing: Manyh e
found inside, with burnt bones. Round ¢ eboutSIdew
small pieces of a human gkull and other ] urnt b,
these being on the outside can be accounted 9 by Pl
ing. This urn has been pieced together SO 8% a3 posg}
f‘_’r"_‘mg fully three-fourths of a complete o W Suug
similar in shape to saucers for flower PO!S at base 4
sloping sides. It is about 8 ins. diameter at the tap and ;f
deep outside, and contained burnt bones piled up above the
edge. Unfortunately it broke into many pieces, 10 fact nf
of it into quite fine particles, on being moved. b 238
Opening up the small piece of ground on October 4th, refe
to earlier in these notes, at ¥ to g in. under the surface 5
siderable number of large blocks laid flat, and carefully pf
together were discovered. These were evidently 2 continy}
of the stones, similarly placed, met with in Other parts o}
tumulus, as previously noted, with the suggestion that ¢f
were laid over the whole of it. Under these stones wereff
bowl-shaped depressions, each containing burnt bones,

The urns, F, O, Q and R, have been rudely ornamenf
( See illustration.)

The above is a record of the 28 burials within the tymt
of which there is no doubt; the doubtful ones have not b
noted. With certainty it can be stated that this was a Bri

underneath, y,

. .2 Wey
ihrough’ #nd &0 lif the,
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burial ground (all the urns are British) of seemingly the usual
character, that is, as far as regards the number of interments
by cremation within a tumulus.

General Pitt Rivers, in describing a barrow at Rushmore,
vol. 2, p. 29, says—¢In the centre were two interments by
cremation in basin-shaped holes, sunk in the chalk floor. To
the south were eight secondary cremations, and one crouched

skeleton.” In vol. iv,, p. 147, he records 52 secondary inter-
ments by cremation, outside the area of the barrow.

It is interesting to note that on Lansdown and in Dorset

basin-shaped holes were made for the interments by crema-
tion.

Nearly all the urns named in the above list were of coarse
material, black with some hard grains. No object of metal was
discovered. Near the surface were a few small pieces of Roman
pottery. A number of flints were found scattered throughout
the tumulus, but none of especial note. The Rev. H. H.
Winwood thus classifies them :—19 shewing signs of artificial
working, 5 cores whence flakes have been struck, and 45 chips

not showing any signs of secondary working; bulb of percussion
well shewn.

Several curious shaped stones were discovered in the
tumulus, one like a pick-axe, 17 in. long 1 by 1§ at the centre,
tapering to 13 by { in. at the ends (see Mr. Winwood’s notes).

This stone has with other relics been placed in the Museum of
the Literary Institution, Bath.

The excavation of this tumulus was carried out with the
consent of Robert Blathwayt, Esq. (who inherited the property
on the death of his father, the Rev. W. T. Blathwayt, to whom
we have been indebted for the privilege of exploring during the

past four or five years). The tenant, Mr. Kelson, Chapel Farm,
also readily gave his consent.

During the excavations several curiously-shaped stones
were found, of which the photograph No. 10 gives the best
example. Shaped like the iron head of a pick-axe, thick at the
middle and tapering off at both ends, it bears a close resem-
blance to that implement without the hole for the handle. At
first its density and weight seemed to indicate that it was not
of the same material as the Great Oolite slabs which covered
the cremations. But a recent visit to the Great Oolite quarry
about quarter of a mile N., where the men were then at work,
cleared up the question. They were then exposing, at the very
base of the quarry, the last bed of that formation—a dense,
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clays of the p
blue limestone, resting upon the bh;,ii]dex}',s of the ty
earth. This was the bed whence ! eighty fragments Wy,
must have selected these blues W get them ? Cer’t ing
buried with the rest. But how did the};d quarry. Just ba;my
not from the comparatively recent- 0P¢" ridge runs alon loy,
in the field to the west of the tumulu® - own, and belovft:f
30 or 40 feet from the summit of the of the Fuller's oK
series of springs burst forth from th¢ 'tonp of the blue bed ?a“h.
This ridge corresponds with the poslf‘oexposuw of that ron the
quarry ; and, though there is not a8 sibly the slope mayc 1

present, when the old folk lived PO <. 1ted a more g

have been grass grown as now, bY ‘ficult to believe %
exposed surface of the rock. It seems tdlfgﬁrc:vhat Psrl;c‘:: iy
Nature has shaped these fragments; bu ins a difficulty t € the
hand of man had fashioned them M2 °:U .

ath.

. . g l
gest. The peculiar character of .thls llgnsst?}?: :tol;)ll:nbden ‘
with a clearly defined yellow Qolitic ba!} and Mr. ’Gatehabow
1 ft. 3 in. thick, is somewhat remarkablé ou |

ull,,,
"y

the Public Analyst, has kindly given the following analysis ;_*

‘
\
|

« Calcium carbonate ... v, d 9‘??(8)
Alumina and oxide of iron, soluble 10 &€ s fog
Insoluble in acid . 3'3

The chief interest of this stone (he writes) resides in its Micrq,

scopic structure and in the composition Offth.e mso"‘;ble_matter, |
which chemically consists of silicate Of 1rom, TaLun?lna anq
magnesia, with organic mattey and sWphur. € 1ron apq-
sulphur may possibly be in the form of Pyrites, especially ,, |
the iron is in the Ferrous state. This 'msoluble residue approy;
mated, both in colour and composition, t0 @ POOr variety
Fuller's earth. When heated to redness the iron changed intg
the Ferric state—that is, the colour of red ochre—and gave of
water and pungent acid fumes in a closed tube. The acig Wag
partly pyroligenous acid, derived from the organic matter preseny
A microscopic section showed an aggregation of crystals of ¢y,
bonate of lime, interspersed with small dark-coloured particleg
consisting of vegetable matter, in which both Prosenchymamus
and Parenchymatous tissue could be recognized, together wity
numbers of dark-coloured rounded grains, 1001{‘?% exactly |ike
minute black pebbles, of not more than gy of an inch diamete;,
and averaging from ljto 13y of an inch. The vegetapl
matter was about the same size, but could be readily distip.
guished. The insoluble matter, when heated, lost 13 per ceny,
of its own weight, and contained just over 2 per cent. of com.

bined sulphur.”
’ Hu Hc W,
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS.

i ing"’ ith * ia'' limestones
. General view of the ‘‘Doulting’’ beds with **Anabacia
A on top, left side of Camerton and Limpley Stoke New G.W.R.

1. Handle of umbrella, 3,ft. in length, touching ¢ Anabacia'’
beds.

2. ** Doulting "’ stone to base of rails.
B. 1. Fuller's Earth, succeeded by

2. *“* Rubbly " beds.

3. ‘*Anabacia’ limestones to base.

C. More detailed view of B.
1. Fuller's Earth.
2. Head of hammer (1 ft.), touching ** Rubbly ** beds.

3. Much fissured ‘‘ Anabacia' limestones; joints and fissures

coated with thickish covering of stalagmitic carbonate of
lime.

ILLUSTRATIONS.

A, B, C.—Geological Sections (see pp. 30-I).
1.—Twin Barrows.

2.—Human Bones iz situ.
3.—Cinerary Urn do.

4.—Part of Urn do.
5.—~Cremation do.
6.—Group of Cremations.
7.—Cinerary Urn (restored).
8.—Incised Decoration on Pottery.
9.—Flints (see p. 31).
10.—Stone (see p. 37).

Mr. Heard, Head Master of the Technical School, kindly
had the pottery sketched, from this the photo-block No. 8 was

prepared. All the others are from photographs by Mr. G.].
Grey.

At the end is a Plan shewing the position of the Inter-

ments in the Tumulus, and, on a folding sheet, Sections of
the Twin Barrows.
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